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The 56th Annual Conference of the Australian Science Teachers Association (ASTA) was held in Perth from 
9-12 July 2007. This year’s conference, held in collaboration with the International Council of Associations for Science Education (ICASE) was an international conference with more than 1000 science teachers and academics from 50 countries. The delegates have agreed that urgent action is required to address the current issues involving science, technology, science teaching and learning and the engagement of student in science.

The delegates identified five key reasons for a global decline in the level of interest in science:

· Difficulty finding, training and retaining well-qualified science teachers

· Lack of resources devoted to science and science education globally

· Teaching practice that generally does not reflect new and emerging ways of doing science

· Public misconceptions of science and science careers

· Perceived lack of relevancy of modern science curricula resulting in student disengagement

At the conclusion of the conference, the Perth Declaration on Science and Technology Education was announced which calls on governments around the world to:

· Promote critical awareness of the contribution of science and technology to personal, social, economic and environmental wellbeing through building partnerships with national stakeholders and the media; 

· Initiate revisions of the curriculum for school science and technology that will increase student interest in and recognition of the roles of science and technology in society;   

· Promote from the primary years onwards the career opportunities that stem from the study of science and technology;

· Recruit graduates into science and technology teaching and to value, support and retain them with appropriate rewards;

· Resource and promote continuous, effective professional development for science and technology teachers in order to meet changing student needs and societal aspirations;

· Recognise and support the significant role of teacher associations in building a quality professional learning community for science and technology;

· Resource the development of relevant and effective assessment processes so that learners achieve essential life skills and meet academic and vocational standards and personal aspirations;

· Engage in greater international cooperation to ensure the provision of well-trained science and technology teachers to meet current and future challenges;

· Call on UNESCO to integrate its science and technology education endeavour as fundamental to achieving educational, environmental, cultural, social and sustainable development goals.

The declaration concludes with a pledge that the participants are committed to ensuring that students are scientifically and technologically literate and able to contribute to sustainable, responsible, global development in their respective nations.

President of the Australian Science Teachers Association, Paul Carnemolla, said that groups of delegates raised more than 30 issues and prioritized actions that where synthesized into the recommendations in the delegation. There was strong agreement of the need to build interest in the crucial role of science and technology in the 21st Century at international, national and local levels.

He said the conference had acknowledged that a lack of student engagement in current school science and technology education was evident in many countries because students did not consider it relevant to them.

Concern was also expressed by the delegates about the lack of recognition of science and technology education as a vehicle for meeting national educational goals, and social and economic needs.

Mr Carnemolla said the conference noted a significant shortage of specialist teachers of science and technology in many countries, a situation that will worsen without immediate action. 
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