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ASTA and TEACHING AUSTRALIA SCIENCE PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS PROJECT

Expression of Interest for the National Writing Team

The Task

The Australian Science Teachers Association is seeking expressions of interest from experienced science teachers and educators in order to form a national drafting and writing team.  This group will refresh the ASTA National Professional Standards for Highly Accomplished Teachers of Science, published in 2002, and redevelop the descriptors of practice in order test the validity and usefulness of the capabilities as described in the draft professional standards for advanced teaching of science developed by Teaching Australia. 

Up to 10 writers are being sought for the Writing Team.

Timeline

The project begins in July/August 2008 and concludes in early July 2009.

Expectations of Writers

· Experienced and articulate teacher of science in either a primary or secondary setting, with effective writing skills.

· Knowledge of professional standards for the teaching profession and preferably the ASTA science standards.

· Able to secure permission to be absent from school or the workplace for a total of up to 5-6 days. (Teacher release time will be funded)

· Able to travel interstate for meetings if required.

· Prepared to commit to electronic feedback processes when required, including teleconferences and email communication.

· Some weekend time may be required.

· Preference given to members of a state or territory science teacher association affiliated with ASTA.

Selection criteria:

Selection for the national drafting and writing team will be based on the following criteria:

1. Demonstration of expertise in science education and contribution to the science teaching profession; This could include evidence of:

·
membership of relevant committees

·
awards or professional/ community/ public recognition for teaching

·
any relevant writings such as articles, resources, programs or publications,

·
evidence of high quality teaching in science.

2. Understanding of professional standards and their application to the profession.

3. Understanding of issues currently facing teachers of science in Australian schools.

4. Demonstrable experience of writing and/ or curriculum development.

5. Preference given to current members of state or territory science teachers associations.

Application process:

Please email your expression of interest as outlined on page 2 to:


Chief Executive Officer


ASTA


ceo@asta.edu.au
by close of business Friday 12th September 2008.

Enquiries

Please contact Peter Russo, ASTA CEO on (02) 6282 9377 or ceo@asta.edu.au
ASTA and TEACHING AUSTRALIA SCIENCE PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS PROJECT

Expression of Interest for the National Writing Team

Name:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Home address:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

State/Territory: ................................... Postcode: .............................

Contact Phone: ………………………………  Email ………………………………………………………..

School or Workplace
………………………………………………………………………………………..

Current Position
……………………………………………………………………………………….

Years of Teaching Experience
………… Fields ……………………………………………………………

I am a member of the Science Teachers’ Association of …………………………………………………….

Address each of the criteria below (max 2 pages).  You may also wish to attach a CV (max 2 pages)

1. Demonstration of your expertise in science education and your contribution to the science teaching profession; this could include evidence of:

·
membership of relevant committees

·
awards or professional/ community/ public recognition for teaching

·
any relevant writings such as articles, resources, programs or publications,

·
evidence of high quality teaching in science.

2. Understanding of professional standards and their application to the profession.

3. Understanding of issues currently facing teachers of science in Australian schools.

4. Demonstrable experience of writing and/ or curriculum development.

Signed:  _____________________________
Date: ___________

ASTA and Teaching Australia Science Standards Project                Page 2 of 2
                           25 July 2008

