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Guidelines for contributors to Teaching Science: 
The Journal of the Australian Science Teachers' Association
Introduction 
Teaching Science includes material of interest to all sectors of the science education community - primary, secondary, tertiary and trainees. We invite primary and secondary teachers, teacher educators, community-based science education officers, preservice teachers, and others with an interest in improving the quality of science teaching to submit articles. We particularly value descriptions of practice, including thematic work, as well as contributions from teachers who have researched their own classroom practice.

Teaching Science publishes refereed articles contributing to the theory and practice of science education. Manuscripts are peer reviewed anonymously by at least two reviewers in addition to the Editor. These notes are a brief guide to contributors. Contributors should also refer to recent issues of the Journal and follow the presentation therein. 

Feature articles 
Feature articles should not exceed 4,000 words plus figures, tables and references. Short concisely written articles are very welcome. Please use headings and sub​headings to give your article structure. We also welcome any other type of contribution. Reviewed articles are subject to peer review. 

Send the following to the Editor: 
Note: if you cannot send your contribution in the following recommended form, please send it to the Editor in any reasonable form. 

For refereed articles only: 
1
Please email a copy of your manuscript to the editor – publications@asta.edu.au. Making sure to include an abstract of 50 to 100 words, 

2
You must also send your completed ‘Manuscript Submission Form’. (This can be downloaded from the ASTA website) This included information such as your name or names, address, e-mail address etc. Because your identity appears on this page only, we can ensure anonymity in our review procedures.

For all contributions: 
1
Please send the file as an e-mail attachment. 

2
Diagrams generated by any common drawing program, or drawn in black ink on white paper or transparent sheets. These must be send in their original format (not in word) and in the highest possible quality

3 Photographs often increase the clarity and interest level of your work. These should not be embedded in the article itself but must be emailed separately as attached jpeg files, saved at the highest possible resolution. If the photos contain the identifiable faces of children, parent/guardian and/or school permission to publish these must be obtained by the author before submitting them to the journal, and this remains the full responsibility of the author. If an article is accepted for publication, editorial changes may occasionally be made for reasons of clarity, grammar, spelling, journal house style or length. 

4 Copyright clearance for any part of your contribution that is the copyright of a third party. 

Hands On

The editorial board is keen to increase the number of ‘Hands On’ articles in each issue. We are always keen to review your ideas about experiments, demonstrations, teaching techniques, hints, safety notes, computer applications and anything else that could help classroom teachers, especially beginning teachers. Follow the guidelines for feature articles but note that we do not need abstracts or biographical resumes. In general, articles should not exceed 1000 words and should include at least four images. When writing your article use the active voice wherever possible, and first person if appropriate. Research shows that readers appreciate the personal touch.

Letters to the Editor

Letters should ideally be a maximum of 200 words. They may be edited in consultation with the author. Please include your name, address and contact details.

Spelling 
Use The Macquarie Dictionary. If it lists several alternative spellings, use the first. The only exception is in a citation, reference or quotation directly from a source that uses alternative spelling. 

Copyright 
No other publisher should have already published your manuscript, nor should you submit it for publication elsewhere. If Teaching Science publishes your manuscript then your text and graphics will become the copyright of ASTA. ASTA will, however, allow you to use the contents of your paper for most reasonable non-commercial purposes. 

Material Deadlines

Please send all material to the ASTA Secretariat, by email – publications@asta.edu.au
	Edition
	Material Deadline

	Autumn 2010 – March
	26 December 

	Winter 2010 – June
	27 March

	Spring 2010 – September
	26 June

	Summer 2010 – December
	25 September


Prospective authors who wish to discuss a possible topic, or who would like to review a copy of Teaching Science before commencing writing, should email publications@asta.edu.au with their request.  Otherwise, articles can be emailed directly to ASTA and their receipt will be confirmed by return email.
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