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Intelligent Design

The study of Science is about what is measurable, testable and evidence-based.

Scientific theories are subject to testing and are modified on the basis of facts and
experimental evidence. The theory of evolution is the best scientific explanation for
explaining the changes in life on Earth. As with any scientific theory, the theory of
Evolution will continue to be modified as new observations and discoveries are made.

Intelligent Design is a belief system that maintains that certain features of the universe
and living things are best explained by the intervention of an intelligent cause. As with
any religion or system of belief, it may warrant a place in a religious or cultural studies
curriculum. It does not have a place in a science curriculum, alongside scientific theories
such as evolution.

As it is not possible to set up an experiment to test Intelligent Design, it cannot have any
status as a scientific theory and hence has not been included in science curriculum in
Australia. While Intelligent Design has no status as a scientific theory, teachers of science
may wish to contrast it or other belief systems with scientific theories like Evolution as a
means of assisting students to understand better the nature of science.
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