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THE RUTH DIRCKS ASTA SCHOLARSHIPS TO CONASTA

Background

Ruth Dircks is a Life Member of the Australian Science Teachers Association (ASTA) and a Past President of ASTA. She has been a very strong supporter of the Association and still attends the annual conference of ASTA (CONASTA) almost every year.

In 2002, Ruth was the inaugural winner of the Prime Minister’s Prize for Excellence in Science Teaching in Secondary Schools and was awarded $35,000. Ruth generously donated this money to ASTA to promote the attendance and participation of young teachers at CONASTA each year.  ASTA named this award the Ruth Dircks ASTA Scholarships to CONASTA in her honour.

Administration of the Fund

ASTA has invested this money to ensure that the Ruth Dircks scholarships can be funded for many years to come. Each year three teachers are supported to attend CONASTA, wherever it may be held in Australia. The teacher’s travel, accommodation and ‘early-bird’ registration costs for the conference are funded through this scholarship.

Criteria for Selection

Applicants must comply with and address the following criteria to be adjudged eligible for this award:

1. Reside outside the regional area in which CONASTA is being held that year.

2. Have not attended more than two CONASTA’s previously.

3. Be a financial member of a state or territory science teacher association.

4. Illustrate how the knowledge and experience gained at CONASTA will be used in their state/territory context.

5. Provide evidence of and elaborate on their involvement in their state/territory science teacher association.

6. Provide a brief statement as to why they would benefit personally from this CONASTA experience.

Selection

Successful applicants are selected based upon their application addressing the criteria listed above. The selection panel includes Ruth Dircks, the CEO of ASTA and at least two members of the ASTA Executive.

Publicity

The scholarships are publicised on the ASTA website, in the ASTA journal Teaching Science and through the state/territory science teacher associations. The Ruth Dircks scholarship winners are announced and presented at a plenary session of CONASTA. The winners are asked to write a brief article for the edition of the Teaching Science journal published after CONASTA each year.

Applications

Applications must contain;

1. A completed application form available on the ASTA website

2. A supporting statement of 1800 words or less addressing the criteria above

Three (3) copies of applications addressed to;

Ruth Dircks ASTA Scholarship

c/- ASTA Chief Executive Officer

PO Box 334

Deakin West  ACT  2600

must be lodged at the ASTA Office by close of business Friday 20 May 2011.

